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Free Online Catholic Religious Education 
 

I hope that you have all been able to enjoy the beautiful weather we were blessed with this summer. It’s 
now time to get back into the swing of things with a new school year. While I will miss the long, balmy 
afternoons and outdoor evenings spent alongside the warm, flickering light of a campfire, I am looking 
forward to getting back into more of a routine.  
 
My daughter will be celebrating two of the most important Sacraments for the first time this year: First 
Reconciliation and First Communion. I’m so excited for her! And while she attends a Catholic school and 
will also attend preparatory classes at our home parish, I have always looked to supplement her religious 
education at home with various books and resources. My new Resource-of-the-Month is one such 
resource. It is a great religious education resource for parents, teachers and catechists! It is also totally free 
and faithful to the Catholic Church…and accessible online. Sounds great, right? Well, it is! 
 
It’s the Catholic Online School. Their mission is to provide a free, quality Catholic education for everyone. 
According to their website, “Catholic Online School is providing a Free, World Class Catholic Education 
with over 140,000 student enrollments across 150 countries!”  
 
Wow! Enrollment is completely free, although they rely on donations to be able to run the apostolate. I 
have subscribed to their emails and have been following the Catholic Online School for a while now. 
Religious education courses are currently available for all grade levels, as well as various courses in Catholic 
history, the liturgical seasons and feasts, the saints, various Catholic prayers, and more! New courses are 
also always being added. I have been trying many of the classes on my own and I’ve been impressed with 
what I have reviewed so far.  
 
I chose to begin by completing the Catholic Knowledge Assessment. This was created as a tool to help 
assess where your students are at. There are two levels, one for young students or those new to 
Christianity, and the other more suited to adults and those in Catechism classes or RCIA classes. To choose 
the appropriate assessment level, you will need to click on the drop-down menu at the top, left-side of the 
page. 
 
The Daily Readings Class includes a lesson plan for educators, as all of the classes do. Then you are led to a 
video of the daily Mass readings, followed by a video reflection, and an opportunity for students to journal 
their thoughts. To access the class for the current day, be sure to click on the drop-down menu at the top, 
left-side of the page and select the correct date. 
 
I have also tried various other courses, including: Human Trafficking, which provides basic information on 
this crime and its prevention, and The Knight’s Templar, an eleven-part course that provides an easy-to-
understand and concise history of the Crusades and foundation of the Knight’s Templar. These classes 
both include high quality video lessons, followed by quizzes to test comprehension. 
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I will admit, however, that I am not able to verify the accuracy of the historical data, because I am not an 
expert in this area. However, reviews of the content from the website claim the material is historically 
accurate, and Catholic Online School states explicitly that their classes are all faithful to the Magisterium. 
 
The only glitch may be some confusion in trying to access the classes. They begin on a page that offers a 
number of different links. If you click on any of these links, you are taken in another direction, so you must 
disregard these links and hit the purple tab, “complete and continue” in order to begin the class you have 
enrolled in.  
 
I hope that you have found this review helpful. I pray that you may enrich your faith and the faith of your 
children or students with this great free and faithful resource. Happy learning! 

If you have any questions or comments, we would love to hear from you. Please contact us and let us 
know your thoughts.  

Your sister in Christ,  
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